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proved to be exceedingly useful in spreading a common culture in Europe at a time
when the cosmopolitan culture of the Middle East was losing its Hellenistic veneer and
beginning to break apart. The latter-day Roman schools Latinized the West (taught it
to speak Latin) as the earlier Greek schools Hellenized the East.
The Formative Period of Roman Education Under the Republic
(Fifth Century B.C-First Century B.C.)
The prehistory of the Italian peninsula is clouded with the uncertainties arising from
successive migrations from Europe and Asia Minor. By the eighth century B.C. the
Etruscans dominated the west coast of Italy above the Tiber River, the Latins
dominated the central portion of the west coast, and other Italian tribes elsewhere.
The culture of the Latins, presumably much like that of other agricultual folk
societies, came to focus upon the city of Rome, whose legendary founding is usually
put at 753 B.C. Between the eighth and sixth centuries B.C. the rural Latin tribal life
was transformed by kings and aristocratic families into political institutions similar to
those of the early Greek city-states. The rural aristocracy, however, was deeply
attached to the land and thus much different from the warrior aristocrats of the Greek
heroic age. The virtues of hard work, loyalty to the community, and piety were to be
honored more than the noble deed or individual competition of arms or sports.
From Virtus to Paideta Before 500 B.C., Roman education, like that of all peasant
folk societies, was directed by the family and guided by the aim to induct the children
into the customs of the group in order to preserve its folkways. The Romans summed
it up as virtus. Ideals of high moral character, integrity, courage, and prudence were
inculcated as the children imitated their parents going about the ordinary business of
living. The general aim of family education was to instill in the boy reverence for the
gods, piety towards his parents, respect for the laws, and the skills of war and
peacetime occupation.
The legendary founding of the Roman Republic is usually given as 509 B.C., the
time when the Romans threw off the rule of the Etruscans and at the same time did
away with their kings. The aristocratic patricians continued to be the dominant
political power in Rome during the fifth and fourth centuries B.C., expressing their
power through the Senate. The rural attachment of the aristocratic class possibly
delayed for a long time the urbanizing and Hellenizing trends which the Etruscans had
earlier and more quickly adopted. Despite their contact with the Greek colonial cities
in Italy during the fifth and fourth centuries B.C., the Romans were more deeply
affected by the Greek culture of the later Hellenistic dispersion than the contemporary
florescence on the Greek mainland.
It is possible that formal schools may have existed in Rome as early as 500 B.C.,
'out if so, they did not play a very large part in comparison with the family type of
education provided by the well-to-do. The elementary school in Rome, known as the
ludus (originally meaning "an activity that has no practical end")> was presided over
by the ludi magister, or litterator, who was the Latin equivalent of the grammatist in
the Greek schools of the East.
Children from the ages of seven to eleven or twelve, often girls as well as boys,

